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HALF MOON BAY GOLF LINKS 

 
The 16

th
 on the Ocean Course at Half Moon Bay Golf Links. 

 
It was late August, but the bridesmaid was shivering.  Her bare shoulders trembled noticeably.  And no 
wonder.  Thick white fog was rolling in off the Pacific, typical of a summer afternoon on the northern 
California coast.  Waves crashed against the rocks below.  We were on a high bluff at the Ritz-Carlton, 
Half Moon Bay, just south of San Francisco.  
 
 As the wedding proceeded, golf carts whizzed by with players heading to the clubhouse, dodging 
joggers and families who shared the cart path. The two golf courses together are known as Half Moon 
Bay Golf Links.  Both feature dramatic closing holes along the ocean and finish at the Ritz, but that’s 
where the similarity ends.  There’s an excellent putting and short game practice area, but no driving 
range that can accommodate full shots.  Without a warm-up, it took me a few holes to get my tee shots 
under control.  www.halfmoonbaygolf.com. 
 
The Old Course is an Arnold Palmer/Francis Duane parkland-style design that opened in 1973.  It winds 
through Ocean Colony, a neighborhood of classy homes that look like they would be right at home on 
Cape Cod.  We started on the Old Course.  Homes did not intrude on play, but they did come in handy as 
aiming points for longer shots.   Fairways were in lush condition, with lots of mature cypress and pine 
trees that thrive in coastal climates.  

http://www.halfmoonbaygolf.com/
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#18 on the Old Course at Half Moon Bay Golf Links.  

 
I think the 18th Hole on the Old Course is one of the most beautiful golf holes ever.  Standing on the 
elevated tee box, with the churning Pacific on the right, I yearned to reach the elusive green and the 
comfort of the Ritz waiting just beyond. Drama intervened when one of our playing partners hit a 
wayward shot that bounced onto the busy cart path and collided with a strolling tourist.  Fortunately, 
she was more frightened than hurt. 
 
The Ocean Course opened in 1997.  It’s a traditional Scottish links layout with sweeping ocean views 
from every hole, designed by Arthur Hills. No trees or residences block views. Low native grasses and 
mounding barely separate fairways.  With a stiff ocean breeze, players can be facing as much as a three-
club wind.  The last three holes run along the ocean for a breathtaking finish.  My husband calls the 
Ocean Course his all-time favorite course. 
 
From a blind tee shot over a hill, par-5 no. 18 widens out to a broad fairway and leads to an uphill green. 
We headed for the 19th hole, Mullins Bar & Grill, for a bowl of thick clam chowder. Moon Mullins was 
the first head golf professional, going back to when the Old Course was constructed. He held the 
position for 36 years and became a local legend.   
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#18 on the Ocean Course at Half Moon Bay Golf Links. 

 
It’s wonderfully convenient for golfers to stay at the Ritz, and dining options are superb. In addition to 
having plentiful fresh seafood, Half Moon Bay lies in a rich agricultural area.  Menus at the Ritz celebrate 
local produce.  My favorite meal was the Sunday Brunch at Navio, the fine dining restaurant.  About ten 
food stations were attractively set up, featuring some 200 delicious items, everything from a raw bar to 
a sushi bar, a carving station and dim sum.  We lingered well into the afternoon.   It costs $95 per 
person, not including alcohol.   
 
The Ritz-Carlton Half Moon Bay manages to be cozy and luxurious at the same time.  Lots of indoor 
fireplaces and outdoor fire pits encourage snuggling up. The 260-room hotel rises six stories.  Weather 
vanes slowly rotate atop majestic turrets, and it looks like a seaside castle. We were pampered from the 
moment we arrived, sipping on complimentary local wine at check-in.   Rooms are luxuriously 
appointed, and all guests have access to the sensational spa, without booking a treatment.   
The Ritz is one of the best resorts for a romantic golf getaway, just be prepared to pay the price. 
www.ritzcarlton.com/locations 
 
There’s no price tag attached to the best part of Half Moon Bay – its incomparable ocean setting.  Some 
of the largest surf in the world has been recorded off the coast of Half Moon Bay. The world’s top 
surfers compete in Mavericks Surf Contest on waves that can reach fifty feet.   It’s a rush – thrilling, 
suspenseful, unpredictable.  Take away the death-defying aspect, and it sounds just like my golf game. 
 
“Escape with Cori” on assignment to exotic and fun golf destinations.  First-hand impressions from an 
experienced golf travel writer and AWGA member.  www.coribrett.com.  Copyright Cori Brett 2012 – do 
not copy or cite in whole or in part without permission. 

http://www.ritzcarlton.com/locations
http://www.coribrett.com/

